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Himeji Castle

Highlight of the
blazing white Himeji
Castle. The inside is
open for visitors.

English

E Photo spot

Direction

Proceed narrow and winding
paths through many gates
such as Ha-no-Mon Gate.

Taking a commemorative
photo with a backdrop of the
Main Keep is recommended
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Complete Guide

These loopholes were created on the Castle's earthen
walls and towers. Narrowing towards outside, the
loophole structure enabled castle soldiers to easily
shoot the enemies. The holes were also effective in
repelling gunshots from the outside. Some 1,000
loopholes remain at the Castle.
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The structure such as
strong gates with iron
doors, and narrow
gates that barely allow a
single-file line of men to
pass through is
designed to prevent
enemies from attacking
inlarge numbers.

'q Paths

jonaido

Paths inside the castle complex
form a sort of maze. Various
features were designed to
prevent enemies from easily
reaching the Main Keep.

Secrets of
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Machicolations svotosn

Openings known as machicolations enabled
defenders to drop stones on enemies scaling
the castle's stone walls or shoot at them with
guns. In addition to the keeps, the walls and
towers also have numerous machicolations.
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The angle of the
castle’ s stone walls
increases towards
the top, creating a
curved shape that
resembles the
contour of an opened folding fan. The shape is
believed to have been used to make it difficult for
attackers to scale the walls.

Despite its majesty, Himeji Castle
incorporates a variety of defensive
works in preparation for war.

Fan-shaped

This long connecting
corridor stretches some 240
meters. The exhibition of
Himeji Castle is must-see!

Entrance of Hyakken
Roka Corridor
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Comhined-keep L

Main Keep.

A scenic Japanese
garden provides a
panoramic view of the
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Entrance

Himeiji Castle provides an intact example of a style of castle architecture known as
combined-keep layout, consisting of the Main Keep and three small keeps. Roof
decorations such as Chidori and Kara Bargeboards enhance its gorgeousness.

here and purchase
gifts atthe

About 80% of the tiles for the Main Keep
were reused during the recent repair works.
Such former materials have passed on the
original beauty.

Hishi-no-Mon Gate
hishi-no-mon

When entering Himeji Castle, visitors first
come upon the largest gate on the castle
ground, Hishi-no-Mon Gate. The gate is
distinguished by design features such as
kato-mado (fire-shaped windows), which
give the structure an elegant ambiance.

White Plaster shiroshikkui

Himeji Caste is covered with white plaster
(made by mixing glue with slaked lime). Due
to its blazing white brilliance, it is also known
as the “White Heron Castle.” In addition to
creating a magnificent appearance, the
plaster also helps to prevent the spread of
fire.

Impregnability

Secrets of

Beaut

While boasting its massive presence,

Himeji Castle is adorned with delicate
decorations. The dignified
beautiful appearance is
worthy of one of the world
best castles.

Download the app.

Download the free app to your
smartphone or tablet (*2).

Himeji Castle is one of the Japan's largest existing castle architecture,
boasting its majesty. In December 1993, Himeji Castle was registered as

Hold up your Touch the augmented reality "start" button Japan’ s first UNESCO Cultural World Heritage Site since the entire castle
smartphone. and hold up your phone to the augmented ) . .
p : reality markers at the site (*3). comprises an unparalleled complex of wooden buildings. Never having been

attacked since its construction more than 400 years ago, the current castle
A navigation function featuring
Shiromaruhime will be your guide as
you view buildings from yesteryear.

Enjoy the contents. provides an almost completely intact example of the state of castle

01.Major repair project undertaken
during the Showa Era (around 1960)

02/03.The recent repair project were
completed in March of 2015. Because
the structure is made of wood, it
requires periodic repair and restoration

architecture at that time.

*1. This technology presents additional information to describe the scene viewed by the visitor in far greater detail than readily
apparent at the site. /~ *2. You are responsible for any data charges associated with downloading and using the app. / *3. Be sure
to enable GPS on your device since the app uses GPS functionality.

M Access from major Shinkansen stations

Because the structure is made of wood, it requires periodic repair and

As of January 2017. restration. As part of the recent repair project, the structure's plaster walls

Kumamoto Hakata Hiroshima Shin-Osaka Kyoto Tokyo were resurfaced, and its roof tiles were replaced. Now the castle has fomaintain fts beautul appearance.
1.§ Ir1"ri.I1 > 62rlr|"rn > 58 miin. > < 29 miin. < 45 min. < $|I111r|n recovered its blazing white brilliance. Such beautiful appearance has
: : ; contributed to the first place in TripAdvisor® Best Castle Ranking 2016.
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M Inquiries about Himeji Castle  Himeji City Tourist Information Center Tel: +81-79-287-0003
M Published by  City Promotion Office, City of Himeji Tel: +81-79-221-2116

After completing your tour of Himeji Castle, take a walk around the castle town. See
the Himeji City Official Tourist Site, which lists local gourmet choices as well as crafts
and other sights to see.




